Acute retinal necrosis syndrome.
Six patients with the acute retinal necrosis (ARN) syndrome are described. Ophthalmoscopic examination demonstrated occlusion of peripheral retinal vessels and patchy areas of peripheral retinal whitening spreading rapidly over a period of weeks to markedly decreased vision. In four patients, the disease was bilateral. Histologic examination of vitrectomy specimens from three cases and one enucleated eye revealed chronic granulomatous inflammation. Extensive medical evaluations were noncontributory, with no evidence of compromised immune systems. No patient demonstrated a response to any form of therapy. The etiology is unknown.